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ransgressed the laws, the broken the covenant. 
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BIBLE LANGUAGE. 
BY MINER SLOAN. 


Tue | 8 of the Bible is the Jan are others s0 unquestionably and so 
nglish-speaking ons. surpassingly beautiful in their very 

most casual reader of eurrent ‘simplicity, that ages of labored. polish- 
literature, or of standard works, is N etermined change have only 
surprised at the between | left. the perfect in =p and 
what we term idioms and the phrase- — * it to be the power of 
nin ge the N If we. enter. the Not — orb, 


erb @x- | 1 


preseions, 


known to the Prophets in those days ; 
the. Tod: and spo bat has not the in- 
root of all evil. Answer a fool ac- they conveyed to mankind. The : 
2 to his folly.” “A wise son ay rivers, the clouds, the | 
1 father. The rebuke wave have been used to assist in por- 
of a friend. is better than the flattery | traying the varied mental and physi- : 
of an enemy.” “Prosperity makes cal conditions of — and per- 1 
friends, adversity tries them, and formed their work so well that, read ö 
others might be quoted indefinitehy as as they now are — «ge of years | 
~ illustrating the influence of the Bible after by generations undreamed 
in framing: and giving shape to our | of, they still warm the blood with en- 
g An poetic fancy: and in And 

writing it ia a hopes and resol ves as they must hare 
diamond field th done long ages pant. he briaht 
because of its boundless wealth; and and morning star — that r 
while and carping | eth is Hike a wave of the 
cynics may — with the wind and 
and: metaphors raw and crude, there | unto ye do well, that ye sheéd’ as 
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unto a ligbt that shineth in a dark 
place until the day dawn and the day 
star arise in your hearts; The rivers 
of thy pleasure: He shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water; 
„How say ye to my soul, flee as a 
these that fly as 4 cigud and as th 

doves to their wi e The lines 
are fallen unto me in e r 
and countless others might be cited. 
7 age of she * is nothing, 
if it is not figurative and imaginative. 
tthe 35th chapter of such a 
song as must move to admiration the 
coldest heart. The Old Testament is 
full of the grand and the sublime. 
The 109th Psalm is a piece of invec- 
tive of the olden style that none, even 
of the brightest and most powerful of 
modern writers, would dare to claim 
they could surpass. Compare it with 
the Ist Psalm, in which is told the 
peace and the joy of the righteous, aud 
with the first part of the 19th Psalm, 
wherein is described the glory of God 
as displayed in the heavens, for con- 
trast, and the change is marvelous. 
There is a tenderness always in the 
books that form the Bible, a confi-. 
dence in the Creator manifested b 
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fores apa directness to the better 
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inter- 


ments, 
shown as in these four Gos 
wept.” It would be 


Jesus 


among 
and ohe who 


2 Samuel, 12th chapter. 


studying the Bible, even 
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esting to gather the varied produc- 
tions of eloquent and pio divines 
who have given original accounts of 
this event, and weigh and compare 
them with the simple declaration of 
the apostulic scribe; as showing that 
the Savior of the wore a 
men, aequainted with grief, 

Ar the feelings that 
stir the fountain of the eyes and cause 
it to o'erflow. The 3 is the 
perfection of simplicity’ and beauty 
when considered with the context, 
and shows that the inspired writer 
had learned that secret of success in 
composition for which all writers 
strive—the art of telling just enough, 
atid leaving to the ation the 
do not re- 
be in 
ound in 
The scene 
itself, as given in the unostentatious 
language of the Scriptures, is unsur- 
‘passed for human interest; The man 
of God goes to the mighty King of 
Israel, and makes an accusation in 
covert terms, David, incensed at the 
wrong alleged, and failing to grasp the 


collect ever to have seen 
matic sentence than is to 


import of the Prophet’s utterances, 
| condemns himself in his own words: 


“As the Lord liveth, the man that 
hath done this thing shall surely die.” 
“Thou art the man!” were the words 
‘of Nathan. I do not believe the Eag- 
lish — — in fiction or in 
history, c ns anything to surpass 
this in — in 
majesty, in which, nevertheless, 80 
The Bible is the common property 
of all. There is na such a Wi 
stealing from it. The world owes: it 
a debt of gratitude which. is too re- 
luctantly repaid, if repaid it is. It is 
a fountain of living waters. To drink 
of it is to feel that inspiration without 
which man never acquired influence 
nor achieved fame. Ii would be un- 
wise to hold that the Bible should be 

tudied with the object of forming a 
style, — done with 
regard to the writings of men eminent 
in the literature of modern times; but 
it is certain no time: was ever spent by 
‘the student to greater profit than in 
mia 


: its writers, and an assurance of good 
results from righteous deeds promised 
that, even to one who says he has lost 
. confidence in the existence of God, 
; must awaken a responsive sentiment 
4 and provoke a pow of genuine admi- 
q ration. There bas never been a philo- 
N sophy, nor the language of a philoso- 
. while giving expression to thoughts 
q that have proved to be beyond the | 
philosophy and of mankind, | 
are so simple that a child might feel, 
| if it did not comprehénd, their im- 
port, and they do seem clearly to 
‘contradict the general supposition 
that complex thoughts a lan- 
complex. It has often 
ö me that the possibilities of 
of speech as: capable 
answering all, or nearly all require- 
literary point of views: While; if he 
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have but soul enough to catch its in- 
spiration and comprehend its bulk, he 
may have reason to hope for fame in 
this life and glory in that to come. 
And the reason is easily 8 
store of hope and fear and the indu 

ment to * effort in this remark- 
able work are boundless, so also is its 
power of expression to meet all re- 
quirements unlimited. There is no 
subject of human interest the consi- 
deration of which is not enhanced and 
ennobled by some apt quotation from 
the tain, and as surely as there is a 
subject of importance to mankind, so 
surely is there some sententious ex- 
pression in this Book of books that 
will fit the case exactly, and adorn 
and beautify the most eloquent ora- 


| tion or 


ing, and 


Aft 


werful discourse. 

The Bible in its very nature is pro- 
verbial. There is no play of words, 
The thought is put plainly and hon- 
estly. It is robbed of all gilded cover- 
a d only in its intrinsic worth, 
— 6 strength. It is humble 
as the humblest; ater than the 
patient: it speuks alike to all hearts, 

owever widely different the hopes 
that ebb and flow with the pulsations 
in each. No man can go beyond or 
below it; none so poor in feeling and 
in hope that its tones do not appeal 
directly to him; no love of mankind 
so boundless that this book, the Bible, 
does not tell of a love more deep, true, 
broad, universal. 
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FOOD 


REFORM, AS TAUGHT BY THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


aay „ Written for “The Food Reform Magazine” of London.) 


THE Latter-day Saints, or “Mormons” 
as — ‘are generally nicknamed, are 
a peculiar peuple, in that they endea- 
vor to practically adapt every-day life 
to the principles taught by oly Writ 
and other revelations of the divine 
will. They claim that their religion 
embraces aii truth, and that — 
doctrine of their faith and practice 
clearly sustained by the Bible, scien- 
tificfacts and true philosophy. Among 
the other great truths advocated b 
them is that of natural diet, and the 
basis of their belief in the subject is 
founded on a revelation from to 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, imparted 
February 27, 1833, and connected with 
that are the teachings given to the 
ancient Israelities, relating to the like 
matter. It will be observed that the 
date of this revelation was many years 
before ‘any general public interest was 
manifested concerning food reform, 
and that it was announced six years 
preceding the publication of the re- 
markable scientific treatise on “ The 
Science of Human Life,” by Sylvester 
Graham; the modern ‘apostle of hy- 
giene in America: Perhaps the ideas 
entertained’ by Latter-day Saints ro- 
garding the ‘subject’ to which this 
magazine is mainly devoted, may in- 
terest its readers, I will, therefore, 


that indulgence in such be 


endeavor to briefly explain their views 
by quoting the principal portions of 
e revelation, and g a few com- 
ments on the same. 
The divine communication referred 
to is appropriately entitled the Word 
of Wisdom, and the first 1 * 
states it is given to show forth the 
will of God in the temporal sal vation 
of all His Saints in these the last 
days. The next paragraph informs 


by | us that “ Inasmuch as any man drink- 


drink among you, 
behold it is not neither meet in 
the sight of your Father.” And aguin, 
strong drinks are not for the belly, bu 
for the washing of your bodies.” 

The first part of this quotation needs 
no comment, as the disease, mise 
and crime that abound in Europe an 
America, as results of ‘drinking aloo- 
holic liquors, are sufficient evidence 


eth wine or 8 


ruins the body and soul of man. 
- Referring to the statement that 


strong drinks are for the w of 
your 7 scientific reasons | 
e adduced substantiating the fact 


that persons may be bene 0 
— othe with "Te 
may be sufficient, for the at 
pares; to simply state that, after 
bathing in water, if the body is 
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sponged all over with pure alcohol, 
diluted, a pleasant exhilaration is ex- 
e which leaves no subsequent 
lepression or other harmful effect 
such as always follows biggie any 
stimulant. This is really heulthful 
stimulation, and its good effects are 
especially noticeable in cases of fevers 
or“ colds.” 
And again, tobacco is not for the 
body, neither for the belly, and is not 
ood for man, but is an herb for 
ruises and all sick cattle, to be used 
with judgment and skill.” There is 
nothing created by our heavenly Fa- 
ther but which is for some wise pur- 
pose, and herein is indicated the pro- 
per use of that herb. Man, by the 
filthy, unnatural habits of smoking 
chewing or snuffing, has converted 
tobacco into a source of physical and 
mental injury, a baneful ally of strong 
drinks. This misuse of tobacco pro- 
duces various disorders and bodily 
ailments, beclouds the intellect, cre- 
ates an appetite for other stimulants, 
and is particularly hurtful to bo 
and young men, whom it invariably 
stunts in growth of body and mind. 
‘The human body is patient and. long- 
suffering, and it eventually becomes 
accustomed to the poisonous weed, as 
also it frequently is forced to adapt 
itself to aleohol, opium, and many 
other poisons, seeming, in course of 
time, to crave the noxious articles. 
Men, therefore, deceive themselves 
nto the belief that they are benefited 
y consuming this powerful narcotic, 
and when disease afflicts them, wrong- 
fully blame some other agency. 
In regard to the proper use of to- 
acco as an outward application for 
bruises and for sick cattle, there is a 
me book recently published by Gen. 
T. L. Clingman, of North Carolina, 
in which he enumerates hundreds of 
cases wherein persons have been speed- 
ily relieved of excessive suffering from 
severe injuries, bruises, sprains, ery- 
sipelas, dropsy, rheumatism, neu 


2 sore eyes, inflammation of the 


throat and many other complaints, by 
nn affected parts with a 
in layer of unadultered tobacco 
leaf, wet and kept moist. He also 
mentions many instances of sick hor- 
tes, cows and other animals being 
cured by giving them an infusion of 


ral- | appetite. 
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tobacco, notably in cases of hog chol- 
era, and states that, when given in 
buttermilk, it seems to be a panacea 
for that disease. There is no doubt 
that tobacco, for the. purposes pre. 
scribed, is a useful herb, when “ nse 
with judgment and skill.” 

And again, hot drinks are not for 
the body or belly.” The Prophet 
Joseph Smith in explaining the term 
“hot drinks,” stated that it applies 
more particularly to infusions of tea 
and coffee, although all hot drinks are 
thereby interdicted. He further said 
that the barmful effects of tea and 
coffee would not be materially reduced 
if they were drank cold. This agrees 
perfectly with the teachings of modern 
physiologists, who have clearly demon- 
strated the evil effects of hot drinks 
upon the teeth, mouth and stomach, 
and whose investigations conclusively 


show serious injury to the nerves, and 


various organs of the human system, 
resulting from habitual use of tea or 

coffee, Tea and coffee are narcotic 

medicines, and among their effects 
the uge may be — 
production of a temporary feeling 

stimulation/that is always followed 
by nervous depression, often by sick 
headache; sometimes even paralysis 
comes from their excessive Fn 
People who indulge in strong drink 
or tobacco are, generally, tea or 
coffee drinkers also; frequently the 
same individual uses these four kinds 
of stimulants, and each of the four is 
used for the same reason, namely the 
exhilaration derived therefrom. Such 
persons ignore the fact that the use of 
tea, coffee, etc., is manifestly a tax on 
their vitality as shown by the feeling 
of faintness that ensues within a few 
hours. This feeling of “gone-ness” 
induces them to again seek a revival of 
the fictitious strength obtained by 
renewed indulgence in some one, or 
all, of their favorite narcotics, and 
they become slaves to pernicious 


again, verily I. can unto you, 
all wholesome herbs 604 hash ordained 
for the constitution, nature, 1 
man. Every herb in the season thereof, 


and every fruit in the season thereof; 
all these to be used with prudenee a 
thanksgiving. Vea, flesh also of beasts 
and of the fowls of the air, I the 


| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


-LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


Lord, have ordained for the use of 
man with thanksgiving ; nevertheless 
they are to be used sparingly ; and it 
is pleasing unto me that they should 
not be used only in times of winter, or 
of cold, or famine. All grain is or- 
dained for the use of man and of beasts, 
to be the staff of life, nob, only for 
man but for the beasts of the field, and 
the fowls of heaven, and all wild ani- 
mals that run or creep on the earth; 
- and these hath God made for the use 
of man only in times of famine and 
excess of hunger, All grain is good for 
the food of man, as also the fruit of 
the vine, that which yieldeth fruit, 
whether in the ground or above tlie 
ground, Nevertheless,wheat furman, 
and corn for the ox, and oats for the 
horse, and rye for the fowls and for 
swine, and for all beasts of the 
field, and barley for all useful an- 
imals,” 

It will be observed, from this quo- 
tation, thut the Latter-day Saints are 
not entirely prohibited the use of flesh 
meat; but it is also clearly evident 
that the daily eating of flesh, at all 
seasons, is condemned. Note the 
words relating to beasts and fowls : 
“ Nevertheless they are to be used 
sparingly ; and it is pleasing unto 
me that they should not be use 
only in times of winter, or of col 
or famine,” Also io relation to wilc 
animals, These hath God made for 
the use of man only in times of famine 
and excess of hunger.“ Connect 
these words with the restrictions God 
placed upon the children of Israel, 
as recorded in the 11th chapter of 
Leviticua, and other portions of the 
Holy l wherein He prohibits 
the eating of animal fats; pronounces 
swine flesh totally unfit for human 
use; prescribes certain rules for killing 
animals, whereby they are required to 
be in perfect condition and health, 
especially requiring the blood to be 
thoroughly drained out of the carcass ; | 
limiting the eating of certain parts: 
to certain occasions and seasons, an 
it is plainly evident from these divine 
injunctions that the prevailing habits: 


* 


of frequently, and indiscriminately 
eating flesh, fowl and fish, are wrong 
in His sight and hurtful to man. 

In thesen 


whole- 


d profession, that there would be but 
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especially designated as the prop 
food for man, and that fact E * 
phasized by repetition. This cor- 
responds with the result of exhaus- 
tive researches by scientists and 
learned vegetarians, frequently pub- 
lished in this magazine and therefore 
unnecessary for me to dwell upon. 
will merely call attention to the 
words, “Nevertheless, wheat for man,” 
as positive proat that the oft repeated 
assertion of vegetarians is correct, in 
claiming that wheat is the most valu- 
able of all earth’s products, for the, 
sustenance of the human body. It is 
deplurable that foolish men deprive 
this precious grain of its most nourish- 
ing elements, by converting it into flour 
which contains only the interior, 
starchy, portion. The great Creator 
evidently intended that bread, “the 
staff of life,” should be made from the 
whole of the wheat, as analysis shows, 
and experience proves that every part 
of the kernel is nutritive and there- 
fore essential. Mark the words also: 
“All these to be used with prudence 
and thanksgiving.” It is the sacred 
duty of all God's creatures to give 
thanks for His bounteous kindness 
in causing the earth to abundantly 
supply all that is needed for healthful 


d sustenance and bodily enjoyment. 


All prudent persons will use those 
gifts as designed, to properly nourish 
the body, and not eat or drink to ex- 
cess to gratify depraved appetite. 
Nature’s penalties for over-indulgenca 
in things otherwise healthful are quite 
as severe as those inflicted by the ase 
of prohibited articles of food or drink, 
or excesses of any other kind. 
A PROMISE. 
The revelation closes with promis- 
ing health and wisdom to the Saints 
who live in accordance. with the in- 
structions contained therein, and 
states they “shall run and not be 
weary, and shall walk and not faint.” 
It is the candid 
opinion of leading men in the medical 
little need for their professional ser 
vices if all people would be governed 
by the simplest laws of health. There 
is nothing mysterious in these laws. 
‘What could be more plain than the 
dietetic principles enunciated in The 


isdom !“ Who cannot 


tenves just quoted. 
„ grain 2 fruits 


are Word of 
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easily 1 that disease and 
early death are largely attributable 
to indulgence in strong drink, tobacco, 
tea, coffee, flesh meat, bread made 
from impoverished flour, over-feed- 
ing, uncleanlin breathing impure 
air, etc? It is doubtful which one 
of those habits — the greatest 
number of invalids or prematurely 
fill the greatest number of graves. 
According to the number of those 
indulgences so may be estimated the 
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from all, while he who is addicted to 
all those deleterious practices has his 
chances for kealth and long life dimin- 
ished seven-fold. 

There may be nothing surprising ly 
new to the readers of this dine «ay 
in these principles of diet, as taught 
by the Latter-day Saints, but there is 
surely something worthy of considera- 
tion in that peculiar people accepting 
those principles as a part of their re- 
ligion, and claiming they are but a fe- 


among the multitude of grand truths 
embraced in their remarkably biblical, 
although doctrines. 
M. McALLisTER. 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Oct., 1885. 


shortening of life and transmission 
of weak vitality to posterity. The 
person accustomed to either one of 
them has just one less chance of 
perfect health than he who abstains 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


Streets were getting dry and dusty in Logan on the 6th ult. 

Peach-trees were in full bloom in Phoenix, Arizona, on the Ist of February. 

In Bear Lake Valley is being enjoyed the finest winter ever experienced by 
the present inhabitants. 

A Bill has passed the Utah House of Representatives appropriating $20, 000 
to the Insane Asylum at Provo. 

Salt Lake City has lately been infested with a band of, experienced and 
desperate burglars. Three attempts at burglary were made in one night. 

Some plowing was being done in Salt Lake and Cache Valleys during the 
early part of last month, and a very early spring was confidently expected. 

The recent municipal election in Salt Lake City resulted in an overwhelm- 
ing triumph for the People’s ticket. Francis Armstrong is the new Mayor. 

Ulrich Gutnecht, a German resident of Logan, suicided on the 6th instant, 
in a fit of mental en He was a very passionate and oe tompered 
man, 

Senator Edmunds is reported to be working for additional anti Moron? 
legislation, which will effect the total disfranchisement of all “ Mormons,” 
and deprive them of all rights of citizenship, 

It has been a long time since Judge Powers was appointed ¢ to ‘the judicial 
bench of Utah, but the Senate still neglect to confirm him in his office. It is 
believed that his outrageous anti-“ Mormon” rulings have been inspired by 
an intense desire to propitiate the powers that be, and thereby secure his 


confirmation. 
A severe shock of earthquake was felt at 5-30 a.m. on the 4th ult, at Paris, 


Bear Lake Oo., Idaho, and surrounding settlements. The shock lasted about 
five seconds, and rattled furniture and household effects in a lively manner. 
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No damage reported. This locality was the scene of lively earthquake pheno- 
mena in the latter part of the year 1884. 

Nephi Stewart, of Payson, was accidentally killed on his way home from 
Tintic on the 7th ult. He passed through Homersville about 11 am., and 
four hours later was found only half a mile from that place beside his wagon, 
which had tipped over upon its side. He had evidently been thrown to the 
ground when the wagon tipped, and struck upon the back of his head. He 
was unconscious when found, and remained so up to the time of his death. 

Modern civilization occasionally makes its presence known in Salt Lake 
City in very significant ways. A short time ago Mrs, Hannah Adams, of the 
ist Ward, was presented with a fine healthy girl baby only a few hours old. 
A woman brought it to her in a butcher’s basket. It is said that the mother 
of the child is a young woman who desires to keep up her reputation for 
respectability according to the modern idea, and that her father is opposed to 
plural marriage. 


Sister Desdemona. Falmer Smith, o one of the wives of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, died in Salt Lake City on the 9th ult, aged seventy-six years. She 
embraced the Gospel in 1836, and shared in all the subsequent persecutions 
of the Saints. At the time of the Haun’s Mill massacre she and other mem- 
bers of her family were secreted in the woods near by to escape the mob. She 
was among the first to enter into the order of celestial marriage, and was a 
quiet, wee. faithful wn and much respected by those who knew 
her, 


was in Salt Lake City and vicinity for the 
discovery of President George Q. Cannon. A reward of five hundred dollars 
has also been offered for his capture. As this honored gentleman has not 
even been charged by his enemies with more than a misdemeanor in an 
alleged infraction of the Edmunds law, the offer of a reward for his 
capture is clearly an expression of the feelings of hatred and persecution 
now being indulged in against the ee — of whom he is a leading 
and d faithfal representative, 
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INDEBTEDNESS OF THE VARIOUS CONFERENCES TO THE - 
“MILLENNIAL STAR” OFFICE. _ 


(For Booka, ” Stare,” 9 Journals,” ete., for the fiscal year closing Dec. $1, 1888) 


CONFERENYOES. PRESIDENTS. 

— 
omas Aubre - - 7 
Bristol 2 M. M. Sheets 8 * 4 19 
Leeds ] JoshuaGreenwood - - 3 6 
Londa 1 | Albert Jones — 24 382 7 771 
Sheffield - - - - ‘Thos. E Ricks 
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TITHING. 
WE often see manifested a desire for more information concerning the laws of 
God than we already possess. Hence an article written by an Elder upon a 
principle that is but little understood, and concerning which, perhaps, little 
has been revealed, possesses more interest for some readers than one which 
treats of a very familiar principle, although the latter may be of far greater 
importance to us in our present position and circumstances than the former. 
If the familiar principle treated upon should also suggest to us a duty 
neglected and an obligation unperformed, it will, perhaps, make it still more 
uninteresting to that class who would rather be reminded of their virtues 
than their failings. We hope that no such feeling will cause any of our 
readers to pass by: ith indifference the few words we are — to write 


of the righteous as that degree of glory that will be enjoyed by them in the 
next life, and while it is proper for us to look forward to that time for a more 
perfect realization of those hopes and aspirations that the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ has awakened in our bosoms than we can possibly enjoy in mortality, 
yet it is perfectly agreeable to our experience that obedience to God's com- 
amendments brings us many precious blessings in this life. As the poet 
expresses it: 
The men of grace have found 
Glory begun below; 
‘Celestial fruit on earthly ground, 
there 3 is no happiness equal to that arising from kene to the e 
métits of God, and it is upon this principle that the Latter-day Saints ‘are the 
5 people on earth, notwithstanding the contnmely and persecution 
eds | n them by the world, fer they are the most obedient to the revela- 
ae at Almighty. But their joy, great as it is, is not so full as it might 
„ beg be largely increased by greater diligence in the service of 
““Thieré ars some principles df our religion which are not so fully 
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be, ed we dot thin i too 0s 
that the law of tithing is one of those most commonly neglected by us. 

It cher tor'somee have tedined tei the- traditions 
of the world to get rid of the idea that religion consists almost entirely in the 
- performance of a few spiritual duties on the Sabbath day, and we are slow to 
adopt a practieal religion that enters into all the ‘affairs and business of life, 
and has to do with those things we term temporal, as well as with those 
which custom eatses us to term spiritual. It may perhaps be difficult to 
make the Gospel such an every day business with us as it is designed to be 
until we gather up to the land of Zion, but we should live as near to that 
condition as possible, and learn to live up to the commandments of God, 
revealed through His servants, as fully as our circumstances will allow, and 
cease to look upon any of them as of little or no consequence, Until we do 

Modern revelation tells us: T 
before the foundations of this world, upon which all blessings are predicated; 
and when we obtain any blessing from God, it is by obedience to that law 
upon which it is predicated” (Doc: and Cov., page 462), Now there are 
blessings connected with the law of Tithing that cannot be justly claimed 
but by abedience to that law, and it is with a desire that these blessings may 
them. 
| Tho highest and noblest invdative we ean have for obeying law of God: is 

that He has commanded it. To a dutiful son: of a good father, no stronger 
reason for a filial act of obedienes can be given than that ‘father requires it.” 
But as our varthly parents occasionally reward our obedienee by special gifts 
anid have for us, 20 
doss our heavenly Father add to His never failing providence and kindness 
to us in common with all His children, special blessings proportioned to our 
faithfulness aud diligence in serving Him. Particular blessings have been 
indiented as the reward of obedience to certain laws. Of such a nature are 
the blessings promised to those who keep holy the Sabbath day, honbr their 
parents, observe the Word of Wisdom, pay their tithes, ste. These special 
blessings are additional incentives He gives us to keep His commandments, 
and they are also given with a Divine wisdom to counteratt the temptations 
that are offered by the Evil One to induce us to disobey these laws. For 
instance, how specious and seductive are the temptations 60 disregard the 
Word of Wisdom. The tempter would have us believe that strong drinks 
make us stronger, and hot drinks more enduring, and that tobaced is soothing 
and beneficial to the nerves. Now the revelation on the Word of Wisdom in 
the blessings attached to its observance exactly meets these fallacies.’ How 
| well dees this also apply to the principle of tithing. This law requires ‘vie 0 
pay one-tenth of our income or interest as a revenue to the work of God, by 
which its Snantial requirements may be inet, It, therefore, directly affects 
our pecuniary interesta, anil the tempter Bomedliately suggeste that we:can- 
But the Lend. das 
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told us, through His servants, in ancient and modern times, that we will be 
blest and prospered in our temporal affairs if we pay our tithing, and that 
we will be richer with the nine-tenths and our tithing paid, than with the 
whole and the tithing—the Lord’s part—kept back. Now -we acknowledge 
that this is not exactly in accordance with the wisdom and policy of the 
world, which prompt us to get all.we can and keep all we get, and which 
would tell the poor man he has too little to pay from and the rich man that 
he has too much to pay. But how easily can the Lord fulfill His promises 
and reward our faith. He controls the springs of increase and pours out the 
blessings of prosperity upon whom He will. If we are deficient of the com- 
forts of life, we have a greater claim on the Lord to help us obtain them, if 
we freely meet His requirements in the law of Tithing. If we are afraid 
that we will come to want and destitution by obeying the commandments of 
the Lord, then indeed our faith is weak. David had a different idea of 
things when he said “I have been young and now am old; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” Paying tithing alone 
does not make a man righteous, but we can scarcely fulfill all righteousness 
without obeying so plain a requirement, and if our faith will enable us to do 
it, the blessings and favor of the Lord will far more than compensate us for 
any inconvenience and privation it may put us to or any sacrifice we may 
make. If these ideas were not perfectly agreeable to the revelations of 
heaven, nor borne out by the experiences of thousands of Latter-day Saints, 
who joyfully testify of their truth, we would hesitate to present them, but we 
know that the Latter-day Saint who neglects this duty, deprives himself of 
precious blessings that it is his privilege to enjoy. The idea that we are too 
poor to discharge any duty required of us is a deceptive one, and shows a lack 
of faith in God’s ability or willingness to fulfill His promises, 

In the year 1848, when the Saints in great poverty. in alt bake 
Valley, one of the brethren brought a sack of corn for tithing to the Lord’s 
storehouse. Knowing the extreme poverty of the man, the receiver of tithing _ 

referred to his condition and reminded him he had but very little corn at 
home. “Yes,” replied the brother, with great earnestness, “I know that 
times are very hard indeed, and I am afraid if I did not pay my tithing that 

I should starve to death!” | 
alfoed to keep the commandments of God should 
give place to the idea that we cannot afford to neglect tem. 

The payment of tithing is perfectly voluntary with the Saints, and het is 
no desire to urge them unreasonably to the performance of this nor any other 
duty, but if there are blessings to be obtained that the Saints are not. gener- 
ally enjoying, it is the duty of the Elders to point out the means da which 
they may be secured. yt | G. 0. 


Ewicramioy. —The Firat of this season’s vill leave 
Liverpool on April per SS. Nevada, of he 
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 Newcasrig Conrerence.— Meetings of the Newcastle Conference will be 

held on Sunday, March 21, 1886, in the Temperance Lodge Room, No. 24, 

Tennant Street, North Stockton. Meetings to commence at 10-30 a. m. and 

2 and 6 pm. 128 
President Daniel H. Wells expects to be present. 


CoxrIRMEn.—Our Salt Lake exchanges confirm the report that President 
George Q. Cannon was arrested in Nevada and had been taken to Salt Lake 
City under military escort. The cablegram reporting the arrest had wide circu- 
lation in the English newspapers, but while correct in the main, some of the 
particulars then given have been modified by later statements received by 
mail. President Cannon was arrested on Saturday, the 13th ult, at Hum- 
boldt, Nevada. He did not attempt to escape by jumping off the train, 
as reported, but accidentally fell off, receiving some severe brusies. Our 
latest news, in relation to our beloved and honored brother, is that he is 
somewhat prostrated by illness and the injuries received from bis fall. Fer- 


vent will be the prayers of Israel for his recovery and safety. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VISIT TO INDEPENDENCE—DAVID 
New York City, Feb. 16, 1886. 

President D,H.Wells. 

Dear Bruther—I have had the plea- 
sure of calling at Independen 
son County, Mo., and visiting friends 
and looking over the sacred temple 
lot, selected by our honored Prophet 
Joseph Smith. The beautiful loca- 
tion and sutroundings ‘themselves 
are evidences of the divine mission 
of our loved Prophet. From this point 
to the North, as well as the South and 
West, the ground is sloping as far as 
the eye can see. Ten miles northwest 
is Kansas City; the lights of which may 
be seen at night. To the east is the 
main portion of en The 
‘courthouse is ten or fifteen minutes 
walk away and a little more elevated. 

The population is about 4,000. 
Although the location is so very de- 
sirable the wicked have not had power 
to intrude upon it, though all around it 
is built up, and until recently it has 
lain waste. The Hedrecites, one of 


the many branches who have separated 


frum the true Church of Jesus Christ, 
paid up taxes, fenced it with a nine 


_wire fence, and hold it as the Lords 
e dimensions are, on the 


property. 


t 105, South 109, West 70, North- 


- 


east 49 yards; thence East to place 
of beginning 62 yards. Thus you 
see, one corner, the Northwest, is cut 
off by the road. The Jusephites have 
un * 2 
mostly apostates, who are hoping that 
the Lord will do something for them 
sometime. Little do they know that 


they are still in Babylon, and will 


artake of her plagues. I pity them. 
visited John E. Pages near 


the Southeast corner of the temple 
lot. One of his sons lives with his 


mother. It will be remembered that 
John E. Page was one of the original 
twelve apostles under Joseph our true 
Prophet. After hearing my testimony 
they said they felt better about the 


Salt Lake Mormons. 


After my visit to Independence I 
took a run down to Lexington Junc- 
tion, 42 miles from Kansas City, 


and up the Lexington Railroad five 


miles to Richmond, Ray County, Mo., 
and called on David Whitmer, de- 
siring to see once more the only sur- 


viviug witness of the visitation of 


the angel who commanded him with 
others to bear record of the truth 
of the coming forth of the Buok 
vf Mormon and this Gospel dispen- 
sation of the nineteenth century. 
Eight years ago I visited him, and 52 


be 
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years ago I heard him bear his testi- 
mony, a8 also. Cowdery, and 
Martin Harris, when I was only a boy 
14 years of age, and I am a witness 
that each time their testimony has 
been by the power of God, that thrilis 
through the whole system like a two- 
edged sword. David Whitmer is now 
just past 81 years of age, and only by 
a hair's breadth ‘has escaped from a 


death bed. He is very feeble, his 


frame weighing less than one hundred 
pounds. In this his last testimony, 
e said to me, As sure as the sun 
shines and I live, just so sure did the 
angel appear unto me and Joseph 
Smith, and I heard his voice, and did 
see the angel standing before us, and 
on a table were the plates, the sword 
of Laban, and tlie ball or compass,” 
and although so weak and feeble, yet 
he fired up, so that after a time I was 
necessarily obliged to check him and 
let him rest, while in turn I talked to 
him. I was kindly received and en- 
tertained from 7.30 a. m. until 2 p.m., 
aud it gave me much pleasure to ask 
a blessing at the dinner table of this 
last surviving witness, and to see his 
continued firmness. A son of Hiram 
Page. one of the eight witnesses, also 
dined with us, 7 
I remain, & c..., 
WARD STEVENSON, 
PROGRESS OF THE WORK IN LEICESTEX. 
Leicester. Feb. 25, 1886. 
President D. H. Wells. 
Dear Brother—Since our last com- 
munication to. you, four months ago, 
we have been — engaged 1 in dis- 
tributiug — and holding mone 
meetings whenever opportunity of- 
fered, and in visiting the Saints and 
holding meetings in the several towns 
in. this district. We have received 
introductory letters from 
Utah, with the names and addresses 
of their * 
instances have been 


kingdom of God 


for the deliverance of 
Saints in| 


nds here, and in several | 
ul in 
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finding them, and have been enabled 
to remove a great deal of prejudice, 
and also to preach the Gospel to a 
verbally and by the written word, an 

in all cases have been kindly received 


and have been invited to call again. 


Once in a while we ure in receipt of 
the Deseret News, and after reading 


it, mail it to some kind friend, and by 


this means we are enabled to do a vast 
amount of Our pa are 
very favorable for additions to the 
Church in the near future. Our 
anti- Mormon” friends are very quiet 
just now, the late proceedings against 
them in the courts at Nottingham 


seem to have been effectual; conse- 


quently we are having quiet times, 
with a few strangers now and then 
aropring in with us. Last Sanday 
(Feb. 21st), we were favored with the 
presence of President Moroni L. Pratt, 
and Elders Eardley and Waldram, 
and as this was supposed to be the 
last time that some of them would 
have the privilege of meeting with the 
Leicester Saints, the. sisters got. 3 
ten party (the next day Monday, 22d). 
Speeches, songs and recitations: were 
indulged in till 11 p. m., when we re- 
tired to our homes refreshed, and with — 
an increased desire to perform our 
duties faithfully and _ fearlessly. 
We feel well in the great Lat- 
2 * work, and are determined 
by Gad's assistance to 1 
our part in helping to establish the 
of on the earth, and 
to be obedient to all the laws of Gu 
as fast as we become acquainted wit! 
them. May God continue to bless 
and preserve His faithful. ones, and 
comfort those who are called to suffer 
bonds and imprisonment for the 
Gospel's sake, and the any 
people. 
I remain your brother and co-labor- 
er in the cause of truth, 
Nayor. 


Hor can you learn self-knowledge}. Never by meditation, but best by 


action. Try to do your duty, and you 
the day. 


What is your duty? The exigency of 


will soon find what you are wo 


und ee With bondr in thé world td be in 


reality what we would appear 


“perience of them. 


be; and, if we observe, we shall find that all 


virtuss increase end ‘strengthen themselves by the practice and 
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‘MINUTES OF THE LONDON CONFERENCE. 
‘aap AT ORSON'S ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 23 NEW ROAD,’ COMMERCIAL ROAD, — 


— 0 — } 


12 of the 


ident of, and Josep hs 


Elder in the Con- 
ference; John Reading, cling El- 
der in n 


Albert J — Rite ent of, and John 


H. Kelson, ‘i D. Smith, James 


J. 8. K. Bode. Jae 


Davis, Traveling in 
the London Conference. | 


10.30 a.m 
Prayer by Elder Sanit. 


Singi 

Heports ‘of the Branch Presidents 
4h 
President Cornell, in re ng the 
North London Branch, n, of 
the Saints had suffered during the 
present winter through ‘the general 
depression of trade and lack of em- 
ployment, under which circumstances 
the Ladies’ Relief Society had done a 
good work. The Mutual Improve- 
ment Association was also progressing 
well. The Branch now numbered | 
about 174 in all, among whom were a 


many faithful Saints. He la- 


— with pleasure with Elder Kelson. 


President J. Marshall said the most 


of those whose names were on the 
books of the Branch 
were a good people. utual Im- 
rovement every Sun- 
ay and was doing well. The Ladies’ 
Relief Society was also doing n good 
work, and he was pleased to bear his 
id tlie meet- 

“Lambeth Branch were 
small, yet a 
| among the Saints. A great — had 
emigratsd during che last few years, 
which had thinnéd their numbers, 
yet he felt well in his labors with El- 
der Paxman, and desired 70 do all he 


vis’ gave a ve 
esting — the 


a good spirit prevailed Si 


Bedfordshire District He hoped to 


baptize some in a short time. 
President D. H. Wells then ad- 
dressed the meeting. He said the 


We Hs, | work was just ag true, no matter what 


was brought to bear against 
It was as the Savior had said: 
He who would save his life should 


lose it, and he who would lose his life 


should keep it unto life eternal. 

must not sacrifice det to save 
our lives. If the religion we had em- 
braced was worth anything at all, it 
was worth everything. The power of 
the truth Latter-day 
Saints was to overtifri all other king- 
doms, and they would possess t 0 
kingdoms forever and ever. Great 
truths would yet be revealed to the 
Saints, which had deen hidden from 
before the foundations of the earth. 
Spoke on the various laws revealed 
by God for the reformation of ‘the 
whole human family. What was 4 
man’s integrity worth who was turned 
aside by the first trial that came 
along? He proved before God, angels 
and men, that he had no integrity at 
all. God would prove His people, 


and then bless them, as foretold by 


the Prophet Daniel, that the time 
would come when the Saints would 
possess the kingdom. It was in this 
probation that we had a chance to 
prove our integrity in the Ged ba uf 
God. Spoke on the object 
in gathering us from the nations of 
the earth, and bore a powerful testi. 
mony to the work of 

Singing. Benediction ty 
Nichols. 


— 


nging. 

administered by Elders 
J. D. Smith and J. W. Paxman | 

President A. Jones’ tlie 
general Authorities of the Church 
of whom were 
The statistical re 

showing the Lon te 
in a good and progressive condition. 
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Elder L. J. Nuttall, Jun., addressed | 


the meeting on the first principles of 
the Gospel, aud bore a faithful testi- 
mony to the truth of the work. 
Elder John Reading briefly bore 
his testimony to the work of God, 
iving an account of bis labors in the 
irmingham Conference. i 
Elder J. W. Paxman bore a power- 
ful testimony to the great latter-day 
Singing. Prayer by Elder 


— 


Singing, | 
Elder Geo. Osmond addressed the 
meeting. The Latter-day Saints la- 
bored under a great disad vantage in 
endeavoring to present the truth to 
the people, owing to the almost uni- 
versal prejudice which the world had 
against us, Even the criminal at the 
bar, be he ever so. guilty, would at 
least be granted a hearing, no matter 
what his accusers might testify against 


him; but the Elders found it a diffi- | D 


cult matter to get a hearing from the 
people of this generation, The fact 
that the Latter-day Saints were un- 
popular was no argument to prove 
them wrong; if anything, this was in 
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in their favor, as shown by the ex- 
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rience of the Saints of God in past 
ispensations. Whenever God sent a 
message to the earth it could he easily 
understood, so that all would be with- 
out excuse. The evils of the present 
day were similar to those prevalent 
among the people in the days of Noah, 
just previous. to the. flood, and the 
avior said it should be aa. It was 
easy to be seen in many of the great 
cities of the present day that people 
were becoming corrupt. Concluded 
by bearing testimony to the divine 
mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
and to the kingdom .of God as now 
je choir sang an anthem comp 
by Elder E. Daviaa. 
President D. H. Wells made some 
interesting remarks on the general 
principles of the Gospel, the Book of 
Mormon, the revelations given to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, the present 
position of, and final triumph of the 
ingdom of God on the — . 
Singing. Benediction by President 
. H. Wells. 
There was a good attendance of 
Saints at the meetings, some few 
strangers, and the whole day was most 
enjoyable. 
CaLEB Exoch Pye, Clerk. 


WILL THE LIGHT GO OUT? 


From the Woman's Exponent. ) 


PROBABLY no class of persons are | 
watching and waiting more anxiously 
the final result of the present crusade 
against “Mormonism,” than. those 
who, for reasons best known to them- 
selves, have apostatized and left the 
Church, and are now fighting against 
it. No other class have the same in- 


“fal it 


explained, ev 


do not exhibit it, but I do not 2 705 
t 


0 


I am wate, particularly of 


= 
| 
| | 
| 
: 6-30 p. m. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder W. 
there are sume seceders who 
term, as apostates, for they either 
| belong to a class who never had any 
: “Mormonism” to secede from, or to 
another, more noble but unfortunate, 
; who have not in their hearts entirely 
terest in seeing Mormonism” — forsaken the faith, though they are 
a cr would feel more 9 - | counted outside the Gospel fold. 
sincerely hope it to. be, a fraud, and | th 
| obliterated from: the face of the earth. | content with falling away themselves, 
: The reason for this the wise will | would fain drag everyone else along 
| understand,” but much of it might be with pe or failing in that, whelm 
: | n.to the casual thinker, in ruin and disaster all who prefer to 
by that. selling, ok hatred, almost | cling to the old ship Zion, despite the 
fiendish in its bitterness, socharacter- | example of desertion and treachery 
: istic of the Mormon” apostate. | which they have set them. a 
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Strange, is it not, that such should 
be the case? These persons are, for 
the most part, men and women who 
have been heard to say, perhaps a. 
thousand times, that they knew this 
religion to be the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and have given evidence in 
many ways, most of all y that in- 
fallible indication of faith and sincer- 
ity, good works, that what they said 
they meant, and were then in posses- 
sion of a testimony of its trath, which 
they could not deny and would not 
hear others gainsay. With regard to 
the causes which have produced a 
subsequent “change of heart,” we 
have nothing to say, nor of the pecu- 
liar predicament in which such peo- 
ple find themselves, in repudiating 
with scorn what they before solemnly 
avowed as a fact; attempting to tram- 
ple in the mire the jewel they once 
wore proudly upon the breast, and 
“knowing” to be “all wrong” what 
they are already on record for as 
knowing to be right and proper in 
every respect. De , 

Such are the ones, I repeat, who are 
the most anxious to have it shown. 
that the claims of “‘ Mormonism” to 
a divine origin are false; and the 
proof of it is that they are straining 
every nerve. and effort in that direc- 
tion. And why this anxiety and un- 
rest on their part? If they know 
that “Mormonism” is not true, and 
that they simply lied when they 
solemnly testified that they knew it 
was true, what need of all this nerv- 
ous activity? Why this haggard im- 
patience, this feverish haste to have 
the so-called problem“ solved by 
fire and sword, and the fact of its fal- 
sity demonstrated in its downfall, be- 
yond the shadow of a doubt? Is it a 
pure, unselfish, disinterested regard 
for the welfare of humunity that in- 
spires such inhuman propositions for 
the cure-of an alleged evil against 
the battering rams. — — 
violence, special legislation and po 
lemical debate have been thhedeting 
in vaio for fifty years‘? Or, is there 
another reason, supposed to be care- 
fully concealed, but nevertheless 


— 
gross as a mountain, open, palpable,” | 
to all who see aright, why the apostate | 
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from “Mormonism” should desire, 
more than anyone else, to see the sys- 
tem extirpated and all who cleave to 
it, swallowed up in the fierce mael- 
‘strom of popular fury ? 

I take the and am not afraid 


ol its being honey-combed, that no 


man who fights against “Mormonism” 
after testifying in all sincerity that he 
knows it to be the work of God, feels 
positively certain that it is not. And 
the bitterer his hatred, and the more 
active his hostility to the pure and 
sacred principles which he once prac- 
ticed and advocated, the more evident 
is it that in his heart of hearts he 


fears and dreads, as only such souls 
can the possibility of its final triumph 


and his own utter condemnation. 
It is the light which dazzles the eyes 
and reveals our personal defects, that 
we wish taken away. For the honest 
man daylight has no terrors, but the 


evil-doer, pursued by the torments of 
a ghilty conscience, would fain have 


the * sun extinguished, the 
moon and stars blotted out and the 
universe one eternal night, that he 


might escape in the darkness and 
revel. in his wrong-doing undis- 
turbed. 


Those who are looking Zionward as 
the winds and waves begin to rise and 
the storm clouds to lower overhead, 
and are asking themselves the ques- 
tion, Will her light go out!“ 
may take home to their souls a 
negative response, The light will not 

oout. It wasthe hand of God that 
indled it, and not all the floods of 
earth or the infernal regions: can 
drown it, or prevent it from. “ growing 
brighter and brighter unto the perfect 
day.” There is no such thing in the 
programme of history as the ex- 
— 
at programme was prepa in 
the heavens before the foundations 
of the earth were laid, and though 
earth and heaven pass away, taking 
with them to perdition all who for- 
sake and fight against God's truth, not 
one jot or tittle of what He has fore- 
— and preordained will fall to 

e ground unfulfill dd. 
O. F. WHITNEY. 


— 


No man ever did a polite thing yet, without feeling a little prouder for 


it. 
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